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Some Background Information

Independence day of Suriname: November 
25, 1975 Former colony of the 
Netherlands

Member of CARICOM since 1995

Number of inhabitants: app. 600.000

Almost as much persons of Surinamese 
descent live in the Netherlands

 



Situation of Copyrights in Suriname

There is little regard for intellectual property in 

general 

Lack of knowledge and awareness: IP is 

perceived as a luxury right - People are more 

focused on “more important” things, food, 

housing, education, government elections, etc

 



Situation of Copyrights in Suriname
(cont’d)

Although it has gotten better, copyrights are still 

being infringed on a fairly large scale through 

illegal streaming/downloading, copying and 

selling of movies + music, software, books, 

publishing pictures without asking permission 

etc.

 



Situation of Copyrights in Suriname
(cont’d)

Change through creation:

Writers (e.g. Cynthia Mc Leod) 

Music Industry (e.g “Faluma” Sisa Aggie 

Square One of Bahamas, Kenny B Top 

Notch, Kater Karma 1.7 M views)

Film Industry (e.g. Wiren,)

Photography 

 



Legal Framework for Copyrights

 Copyrights Act 1913 (!)

 Civil Code

 Berner Convention

 TRIPS

 (Article 66+74 Rev. Treaty of Chaguaramas)

 (Draft Copyrights Act 2005)

 



Some Characteristics of 
Copyrights in Suriname

 No registration necessary; copyrights 
exist at the moment that the “work” has 
been created.

 Protection up until 50 years after the 
maker’s death

 The Copyright Act provides for 
exceptions (education, news, etc)

 When 2 or more persons have mutual 
copyrights on one creation, both can 
enforce these rights, independently from 
eachother 



Some Characteristics of 
Copyrights in Suriname (cont’d)

 Article 27 of the Copyrights Act provides 
for a legal action to claim damages in case 
the maker’s copyrights have been infringed

 Article 29 gives the claimant the possibility 
of seizure of the infringing goods and 
demand handing them over/surrender to 
the claimant as his property or 

 Request destruction

 



Some Characteristics of 
Copyrights in Suriname (cont’d)

 It is often not known how many 
infringing goods have been sold and to 
whom, which makes the legal 
procedures for seizure of the goods or to 
claim damages difficult or moot 

 Possibility: preliminary relief 
proceedings to get a judgement where 
the infringer has to provide this 
information

 



3 Examples of Cases

 Coincidence with trademarks-counterfeit / Seizure 

of infringing goods washing machines

 Case of the co-author

 Preliminary relief proceedings:  injunction to hand 

over the goods/ to stop making, selling or 

distributing / order to provide information  + a 

penalty per day for non-compliance Afaka

International

 



Thank you!

 


