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Identifying the global Environment 

Illicit Trade can be described as the production, import, 
export, purchase, sale or possession of goods failing to 
comply with a country's legislation. 
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What does Counterfeiting Involve? 

The illegal production and sale of qoods, including packaqinq, bearing 
without authorization a trademark which is identical to a validly 
registered trademark or which cannot be distinguished from such a 
trademark. 
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The Legal Landscape 
Trinidad & Tobago 

Trade Marks Act Chap 82:81 , --- 
Copyright Act Chap 82:80 
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Challenges in the fight against 
Counterfeiting 

Trinidad & Tobago 

• Practicalities for Brand Owners 
• Responding to the crisis Any successful initiatives? 
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By RHONDOR OOWLAT 

OFFICIALS of the TT Bureau of 
Standards (TTBS) swooped down on two 
popular business places in Sau .Iuan and 
El Soccorro yesterday where they seized 
15,000. ', strings of Christmas lights valued 
at more than $.5 million. 
The exercise was a'> a result of surveil 

lance which was carried out over· a period 
of time and was in collaboration· with the 
Underwriter's Laboratories and the TI' 
Police Service. 
It commenced at about 9 am and ended at 

about 3.30 pm. 
Speaking with Sunday Newsday, TTBS 

Head of the Implementation Unit, Steve 
Williams, confirmed that 30 diffefent mod- 

C istmas 
ts seized 

els of the lights were seized but no one was 
arrested. 
The TTBS was informed through ongo 

ing surveillance efforts within recent weeks 
that persons were selling Christmas lights 
which were defective· to unsuspecting 
members of the public. 
Williams indicated that these lights were 

being tagged with labels which were used 
to mislead customers into purchasing them 
under the false pretext thatthey are safe for 
use. He added that tests on the labels indi 
cated that the · information contained on 
them was in fact misleading. "Apart from 
health and safety risks which such mer 
chandise oose to consumers, the Bureau 
believes it is.vital that consumers are aware 
and educated during these challenging eco- 
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nornic times about the need to properly 
examine all items which they are intent on 
purchasing to ensure that they obtain value 
for money," Williams said. 
He assured that the TTBS will be contin 

uing to monitor other products in similar 
fashion. "This is in keeping with the 
Bureau's mandate to develop, promote and 
enforce standards, in order to improve the 
quality and performance of goods produced 
or used in the country." 
The Bureau which was originally estab 

lished as a corporate body on July 8, 1974 
under the Standards Act of 1972, also has a 
mandate "to ensure industrial efficiency 
and development, promote public and 
industrial welfare; health and safety and 
protect the environment." 
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LYON. France - Car pans. fuel, food , detergonl cigars, shampoo and steel were among fake good s won h 

nearly USO 60 mHloon setzed in a two•week ope ration across the Americas and tho Canbbea n. 

Codenamed Maya II, more than 2.000 lntarvenuons by posee . customs. invesbgators and lnteHoctual 

Propony (IP) units wore earned out at key loeauons IOdudtng markets, boldOf control points and shops 
across 19 countnes and territ orie s as part of the operaoon coordinated by INTERPOL's Trafficking in lft,c,t 

Gooos and Counterfelung unit 

lnvesugations earned out by naoonal autho<ioos led to lho 1dontiflcauon and 01smantl,og of several 
organized cnme netwo<ks as weU as entire busmesses selling counterfert goods. In El Salvado r, police 
arrested an mdP.ndual linked lo one of the 'most wanted' cnrruna ts cxmnocted to traffidung ,n IIIICII good s 

Costa Rica n pol ice took down an entire notwon< seRlng fake work safety products including masks and a,r 
Mters, and in Colombia more than 1,600 coun terfelt pesbcldo boldes were seized after officers uncovered a 

sales ring targaung farmers. 

In the Dom,nlcan Republic, where detores rauoo Is an incmas1ng problem. authonties seized moee lhnn 100 

bags of charcoa l at the Haitian bord er, in addition 10 tdentlfytng and closing down two 1Uogal lactones 

manufactunng laundry dotergoo t. 

A shopp ing centre In Santo Domingo was also found to bo selling fake good s atongs1do gonulno brands 

after their supply cha in had been infiltrated by organized cnme networks. A bootteg d1Sbllery was also shut 

down . and tests on the illegal aloohd seized during tho mids showed it to contain potmtloily lethal additives . 
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G'l'rlni<lltl Tobol,;1 e ·'{/ uannanx, 
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Counterfeit condoms sold in T&r 
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