


"counterfeit trade mark goods" shall 
mean any goods, including packaging, 
bearing without authorisation a trade 
mark which is identical to the trade 
mark validly registered in respect of 

· such goods, or which cannot be 
·· distinguished in its essential aspects 
· from such a trade mark, and which 
thereby infringes the rights of the owner 
of the trade mark in question under the 
law of the country of importation; 

"pirated copyright goods" shall mean 
any goods which are copies' .made 
without the con sent: of the right holder 
or person duly authorised by the right 
holder iµ th~ country of production and 
whjch are made directly or indirectly 
from an article where th~ making of 
that copy would have constituted an 
infringement of a copyright.or a.related . 
rig .. t under the law of the country of 
importation." · 





"victimless crime" 

Enforcement takes "food out of the 'small' man's 

Particularly in relation to fashion products and toys, 
they are "overpriced and out of reach to the average 

The victims are the IP rights holders behind the goods, 
some of whom are individuals and some are 
companies. 

Particularly with health products and products for 
human consumption, the consumers are the victims. 

The small man is generally a retailer; but, the 
manufacturer and wholesale supplier of the goods 
often have strong financial backing from criminal 
elements 

The brand is strategically placed to be considered 
"luxury" and/or overhead costs demand the listed 
price. The sale of counterfeit goods dilutes the value 
of the brand. 











Corruption is a Contributor to Counterfeiting 
• Bribery of customs officers often facilitates the initial entry to market 
of counterfeit goods. 

• Once the goods pass through the port of entry, the likelihood of 
enforcement becomes very slim, for various reasons: 

• Lack of police resources and attention on stores and points of distribution; 
• Goods may quickly make their way to other jurisdictions by land or water (as 

is the case in Belize); 
• Other than criminal enforcement as permitted by law, eradication of 

counterfeit relies on the rights holder: (1) knowing about the infringement(s); 
(2) being able to locate the importer(s); (3) taking swift action with customs 
department and pursuing legal action. 






