
IP  and  Music: Exploring  the  
Rhythm  and  It s  IP  Protect ion  
in  the  Caribbean

Celebrat ing  the  d ive rse  m usical he rit age  of the  Caribbean while  

highlight ing  inte lle ctual prope rty protect ion.

10  Years  of Prom ot ion of Inte lle ctual 

Prope rty Caribbean Ecosystem

ipca.website Jose  A. Santana

Bufe te  Lugo Lovaton
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IP  and  Music: Exploring  the  
Rhythm  and  It s  IP  Protect ion  
in  the  Caribbean
The  Caribbean’s  m usic is  a  rich b lend  of African, European, Ind igenous, 

South Asian, and  Middle  Easte rn influences.

It s  genre s re fle ct  d ive rse  culture s and  shared  historie s  shaped  by 

colonia lism  and m igrat ion.

Each count ry has deve loped  unique  style s , m any of which have  gained  

g lobal re cognit ion.
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Key Caribbean Music Genre s

Jam aica

• Reggae : Bob  Marley, social m essages

• Dancehall: rhythm ic, dance - focused

Cuba/ Pue rto Rico

• Salsa: Cuban son , m am bo, jazz root s

Dom inican  Re public

• Merengue : h igh- ene rgy and  infect ious danceab ility

• Bachata: rom ant ic  or b it t e rswee t  lyrics

Othe r Jurisd ict ions

• Calypso & Soca (Trin idad  & Tobago)

• Kom pa (Hait i)

• Zouk (Mart in ique  and  Guade loupe ), P lena & Bom ba (Pue rto 
Rico), Chutney (Trin idad  & Guyana)
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Cultural and  Econom ic Im pact
Ident ity

Pre se rves his torie s  of re sis tance  

and  com m unity

Tourism

Drives events  like  Carnival and  

jazz fe st ivals

Econom y

Gene rates  jobs and  revenue  via  

export s  and  st ream ing
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In te llectual Prope rty Protect ion

Copyright s

Protect ing  m usical 

com posit ions and  record ings

Re lated  Right s

Safeguard ing  pe rform ers’ 

and  produce rs’ rights

Tradem arks

Protect  art is t  and  band  

nam es and  logos

Patent s

Cove ring  m usic t e chnology 

invent ions
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